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GRACE GETS YOU THROUGH



Phyllis M. Plum, SSBG 



(2 Cor 3: 1-6)
The world offers the critical masses various trends to please the senses -- and the economy -- but nothing gets us through Time like God’s Hand in our lives. When we are faithful and obedient in thought, word and deed, we become “pleasing to God,” but in our fallen condition of sinning seventy times seven times a day,
 we need extra help. Our faithful God gets us through! 

Free to be all we are created to be – God provides every support.  He bestows GRACE upon us, but obligation stalks each recipient. Parents are obligated in their duty as primary educators to teach their children whatever is necessary to survive the journey through time.  It is tough being gentle as a dove and sly like a fox, surviving alongside the kids. We find Division Despair Drugs Alcohol Occult Violence Depression Peer-power Stress Power Pride -- the list is long. Being holy while raising others to be holy is tough. How do parents get through parenthood?  Only by the GRACE of God! 

· GRACE is the glue between the body, mind and spirit (separately and collectively as One People) put there by God to provide well-being. 
· GRACE flows out of accurately led leaders having been taught, protected, comforted and guided by Godly authority – beginning with parents.
 

· GRACE is the “spine” in our stride. 

· GRACE is the style in which we present ourselves.  

· GRACE is a prayer said before and after meals, asking God to bless our food. 

· GRACE is the name of a girl-person. 

· GRACE is the pathway of unending blessings. 

· GRACE is the consequence of God’s Promise -- fair and equal for all. 

We must be full of GRACE to enter Heaven,

Absent of grace to enter hell.

In the glossary of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, grace is defined as the “free and undeserved gift that God gives us to respond to our vocation to become His adopted children,” allowing us to be “partakers of the divine nature and of eternal life.”
 Our purpose in life is to be His!  We resemble our Father, not by recognizing our existence, but by knowing Him. 

Through GRACE we are in “participation in the life of God” in a Trinitarian way.
 Since we can barely perceive the oneness and distinction between the Persons of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, consider how blended God intends for us to be joined to Him in Eternal Life!  As Eternity is endless, GRACE is endlessly abundant for an awake-alert Church.

GRACE and mercy flow through ONE SOURCE: the Blood of the Lamb, God’s Only Begotten Son. This isn’t new to Christians, who love, believe, think, speak and act in the Name of Jesus – all good flows through The Son, He who strengthens us BUT we easily overlook being graced by God’s sweet provisions. Remember the Garden of Eden!  Since Adam and Eve’s trial in the Garden of Eden, followed by Christ’s trial under the Roman law, we balance between the blessing-and-the-curse CHOICES. God gives us a way out of our sins! “It is finished” for us via One Way AND we either accept or reject that. 

GRACE binds us together at the Foot of Jesus’ Cross -- in His Blood -- there, where we were bought-and-saved. Without ever earning the Gift of Salvation through that wondrous fulfillment, we become destined for Heaven UNLESS we chose differently!  By free choice, we are made responsible AND vulnerable, but more safe than unsafe, and always free to submit or go solo.   If we prefer independence and being comfortable living under the familiar blanket of various generational sins, then GRACE can only wait. 

GRACE can’t be earned. Since the beginning of Time, we struggle to graciously receive God’s provisions (Adam and Eve can testify to that).  In the Old Testament, GRACE is given to us as a promise and a hope, pointing to and fulfilled by Jesus in the New Testament. Our faith in this promise reveals GRACE.  Students of Scripture and modern history discover GRACE in various forms and names. We look, listen and learn!     

GRACE is a power. It is real, like the rain. It will fall upon all.  Some of us will reach out to catch it; others will be lucky just to be present. It is a wondrous mystery, and God prefers that everyone accept His GRACE.  However, and there is always the  “however” since Adam and Eve hesitated in taking God seriously about what He said, we are plagued with an always-easy-assessable fallen nature that needs GRACE. GRACE saves us from our iniquities.
POWER: GRACE is the nest that we “little birds” live in; the Father “nests” us in the Palm of His Hand to hold us securely day and night, separately and collectively, through His Son. Through Jesus, the Word-Made-Flesh, we become empowered as His People,
 but we don’t talk enough about that while the mystery of darkness intrigues and snares us into the power of occult, empty trends or cults, magic and the ways of the worldly “super-natural.” We will be tempted to misuse power, we can expect that, and therefore strive to avoid that tendency.  Beware of the power to immolate (sacrifice, kill) sons and daughters) in the fire, to be fortune-tellers, soothsayers, charmers, diviners, or caster of spells, to consult ghosts and spirits or seek oracles from the dead (Deuteronomy 18:10, 11). Our enemy, the devil finesses for our input.
 God asks us to resist.

The eternity of Heaven or hell waits. One outcome is definite, depending on our choices in thoughts, words and deeds. Heaven is preferred. Meanwhile, we mistakenly select OUR way over God’s ONE WAY -- Jesus. The ways of OUR world, the flesh and self-centered thinking won’t get us into Heaven. With the devil’s help, we willingly enter a death trap of pride, stiffed-necked and stubborn, misinformed and misled, ready to miss the mark.
 Willingly!

BEWARE:  Leaders in secular spiritual centers and self-help programs in the marketplace recognize an inner power as they deal with good and evil, health and sickness, strength and weakness, success and failures.  They define “it” according to what they can explain, and keep that “energy” and “feeling” in their premise, centering on the self.  It is their marketing tool. It sells. 

The Name of Jesus is NOT part of these secular spiritual programs yet they speak of being healed, motivated, transformed, inspired, led and comforted while they pray, confess, meditate, celebrate and even practice dying.
   Some of these leaders are just ignorant of what they are (really) into,
 while others act out of their preferred spirituality via dissent and rebellion. It is the Adam and Eve Syndrome!

BEWARE:  To “feel” is powerful and real. Emotions flow easily out of-the-flesh, “to feel” over and over again -- only for the SELF.  The power within, flowing out of an inner essence-of-self, matching what we see, hear, touch, smell, and taste – whatever moves the “heart” to “feel”, is real. The mind just tags along somewhere—only for the SELF. This path in life is nothing but trouble because the devil is at the helm of a life seeking dark stormy waters to manipulate, dominate or intimidate – to control. There is no SELF-control in this, just power over others, situations or events. 

Beyond our understanding, only the power of God’s GRACE allows for expanding growth and freedom in body, heart, mind and spirit, in thought, word and deed, all delivered by the LORD God in doses as needed, separately and collectively – as individuals, parents, as Church and One Nation under God.

ENVIRONMENTALISTS 

Whoever values the power of water, wind and fire beyond the value and dignity of human nature, beholds “Mother Earth as a “living entity” to be protected and adored! Although, the beauty of nature moves us and nature provides, only God’s Divine Nature sustains us in our journey towards Eternity – God is in charge!  In the Beginning, God created all things perfect AND all of creation belongs to Him, kept in existence only by Him.  We are stewards of His Grandeur, but oftentimes we over-emphasize that Beauty without acknowledging the God-Source. Pagans are actually close to God when respecting His creation, but they fault when they deny HIM, their sinfulness and their need of the LORD Jesus in their practices and philosophies. How tragic. 

“Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly: immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and the greed that is idolatry. These are the sins which provoke God’s wrath … put aside now all the anger and quick temper, the malice, the insults, the foul language. Stop lying to one another, since you have taken off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed, for knowledge, in the Image of its Creator (emphasis added)”  (Colossians 3: 5-10). 

IMAGINE THAT 

Since Adam and Eve, we groom nature, and nature gives up its provisions for us yet nature can’t hold (fulfill) us AND we can’t hold it – a camera can’t even do it justice. Yet, we hold wonders in our very being:

1. We hold our powerful Creator in our innate essence in existence according to His Will and Ways.  Each human holds God’s Image and Likeness “within” because of His design and GRACE that sustains us.  We can’t fully perceive and explain it!  

2. When we receive the Holy Eucharist, we behold-and-hold the Person of Godhood -- the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ. Only by the GRACE OF GOD!  Another mystery! 

3. As tabernacles of dust, we are full of God’s “Enhancements.”  We hold inside the Holy Spirit of God.  We are temples of the Holy Spirit, created for God, with every power and might available ONLY through His Spirit.  Christians unite with the Holy Spirit; non-Christians only hope for the best.

We are beholders of the Trinity -- Father, Son and Holy Spirit!  In our lifetime, we are partakers of God’s Nature – JUST seek-and-find, take-and-receive.  When we submit to God’s provisions, we become whole, healed, saved, refreshed, transformed – made HOLY! 

LET THE FIRE FALL

GRACE flows out of the Hand of God according to our needs as His People. Our act of obeying God sparks the Image-of-God-in-us 

· AND enflames us with GRACE 

· YET we prefer what we can hear, smell, taste, touch ‘n see 

· WHILE innately reaching for what is spiritual and mysterious

· BUT we rely on what we can define 

· YET are constantly drawn to the intangible that intrigues us. 

Whew!  We spin in circles between what God wants and what we prefer. We claim to have the answers, but leave Our Savior out of the question.  When we get caught up in the powerful, controllable or beautiful BUT remove the LORD, then we are headed for trouble. GRACE is the ticket to success and happiness in Time for the price, the price of our faithfulness, obedience, hope, love and trust.

God’s GRACE keeps the wonder going and the soul glowing. !  His mysteries don’t confuse us; they hold our interest. Without Him, “All of our deeds are like polluted (filthy) rags. Yes, O LORD, You are our Father; we are the clay and You the Potter: we are all the work of Your Hands”, 
 safe, Holy Hands.  GRACE is given for individuals and for ONE Church to be united with GOD’S ONE ABSOLUTE TRUTH.

THEREIN
We cannot rely on the flesh or “power-within” because it is self-serving for immediacy (not Eternity), whereas offering ourselves as a “living sacrifices” ensures holy blessings and graces (the ticket to Heaven). Growing in understanding via the senses cannot satisfy.  It runs out and we become empty, but if we “put to death the evil deeds of the body, we will live.  All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons (children) of God” (Romans 8: 13, 14).  

“That divine power of His has freely bestowed on us everything necessary for a life of genuine piety, through knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and power.  By virtue…He has bestowed on us the great and precious things He promised, so that through these you who have fled a world corrupted by lust might become sharers of the divine nature.
This is reason enough for you to make every effort to under gird

your virtue with faith,

your discernment with virtue, and 

your self-control with discernment;

this self-control in turn, should lead to perseverance, and 

perseverance to piety, 

and piety to care for your brother, 

and care for your brother, to love.  …Any man/woman who lacks these qualities is shortsighted to the point of blindness” (2 Peter 1: 3-7, 9a). 

“Their unbelieving minds have been blinded by the god of the present age so that they do not see the splendor of the Gospel showing forth the Glory of Christ, the Image of God“

(2 Corinthians 4: 4). 

SANCTIFYING GRACE

When we consider the sin options of the human creature, we survive only through GRACE. God gives willingly AND considers it all fair. “His divine life and friendship with us in a habitual gift, a stable and supernatural disposition that enables the soul to live with God, to act by His love.”
  It is Sanctifying GRACE.  As His Permanent People, do we love as God loves us, or love selfishly, American-style?

ACTUAL and SACRAMENTAL

Holiness is God’s actual standard and expectation of us, but being good, joyful, peaceful, honest, trustworthy, chaste, loving and forgiving is difficult SO Actual GRACE is given by God to help us daily “conform our lives to His will.”  We need to accomplish our state in life, our assignments, so God grants us Sacramental and special GRACES. These charisms from the Holy Spirit help us live our Christian vocation – moment by moment. Who doesn’t need extra help with that! Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation give us the jump-start to our vocation of single life, religious, priesthood or married life/parenthood.   Every step in life is a step closer to Eternal Life.

As God’s children in Time, “This vocation to eternal life is supernatural.” 
  It is real, it is a power, and it is free – with lasting benefits!  Accepting God’s Way brings peace, a worthy by-product of obedience. Then comes joy and patient endurance, kindness, generosity, faith, mildness and chastity follow. (Galatians 6: 22-26) “My point is that you should live in accord with the spirit and you will not yield to the cravings of the flesh. The flesh lusts against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh; the two are directly opposed. …It is obvious what proceeds from the flesh:  lewd conduct, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hostilities, jealousy, outburst of rage, selfish rivalries, dissentions, factions, envy, drunkenness, orgies and the life.  I warn you, as I have warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 6: 16-21). 

When we stop for a moment to study and analyze what we understand about this wondrous Gift of GRACE, we find God-The-Father loving us. The next step is difficult: to believe and accept.  We make choices, and obedience is asked of us. When we submit to what protects us (The Ten Commandments, The Eight Beatitudes), we grow from that understanding, we grow in knowledge only to realize more fully how God’s gifts are so needed, so plentiful! In this process we get rooted in holiness as we recognize a Father who never leaves us stranded. We get through each trauma, success and sacrifice, duty and obligation. And, Parenthood!  With joy!  

How can we be without LIFE and GRACE at the same time!

                                         GOD’S GRACE     


                  

                                                          SANCTIFYING                                                                    
                           

   STUDY                                                                                                                                 GIFT             

   AND ANALYZE                                                            ACTUAL                       

                                                   

                                           SACRAMENTAL                                

                                                                                 SPECIAL

                                                                                 From the

                                                                                 HOLY 

                                                                                 SPIRIT 

     ACCEPT AND BELIEVE


                                                        APPRECIATE AND GROW 

AMAZING GRACE gets us through – there, where the GLORY lives.  




























� Matthew 18: 21-22


� Parental authority based on principles of Absolute Truth, the Word of God, the Holy Spirit’s Fruits and Gifts, Sacred Tradition, the Magisterium and the Precepts of the Catholic Church. 


� Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), Article #1996


� CCC, Article #1997


� John 1: 12


� The horoscope, palmistry, numerology, tarot cards, crystal and pyramid power, séances, automatic writing, clairvoyance, necromancy, spirit guides, nature god/goddess worship of nature, wind, fire and water, witches/witchcraft/wicca, occult, shaminism, voodoo, oneness with universe, reincarnation, Dungeons and Dragons, the Ouija Board, Pokemon, Harry Potter  – this list is long. 


� James 4: 7


� Jesus is the only Way to the Father.  John 14 and 15.


� PATHWAYS, Minneapolis, MN


� Power without the Holy Spirit involves a power that robs, kills and destroys God’s People.  It is not holy. 


   It counterfeits the Holy Spirit’s ways and means.   


� Isaiah 64: 5, 7


� CCC, Article #2000


� The Examination of Conscience; see CCC, Article #1776-1802. 


�  CCC, Article # 1998





